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a planned group trip to Israel; the timing was
perfect as my wife and I were planning to visit
Israel at that time.

What made the trip totally unmissible was that its
stated aim was to:

‘Meditate and pray for peace and spiritual support
of the Abrahamic Reunion, visiting and enjoying
some of the holy ancient places and holy people
found in Israel.” The organiser was Shahabuddin
David Less, who led an amazing tour of India in
which I took part over 30 years ago.

On May 29th we teamed up with our fellow
peacemakers from the USA, Canada and Europe for
our 11-day tour.

The Abrahamic Reunion was established in 2004
to bring harmony and peace between the people of
the religions of Abraham by uplifting human
consciousness in the Holy Land. They are a team of
spiritual peacemakers, women and men, dedicated to
opening hearts to the love and wisdom of all spiritual
traditions of the Holy Land. They do not dwell on
old grievances and they avoid blame.

This approach reminds me of the Buddhist way
of being in the present; it ‘frees us from the
conditioning of the past and apprehension of the
future.’’ I took with me a book by Eckhart Tolle that
has a similar message.’

On the tour we met and dined with Jews,
Muslims, Christians and members of the Druze and
Bedouin communities in various parts of the country
including the West Bank. Members of the
Abrahamic Reunion regularly share food together
and join in with each other’s family events. Over the
last few years they have convened a day-long
gathering in different parts of Israel hosting as many
as 300 people per event.

During a two-day conference at Tantur
Ecumenical Institute’ I initially wondered whether
the methods of the Abrahamic Reunion could
actually make any difference. However, an Orthodox
Jew explained that the Abrahamic Reunion is
attempting to cure the cause of the disharmony,
whereas the politicians are merely trying to cure the
symptoms, an analogy I found very powerful.

To quote Eliyahu McLean, Israeli co-ordinator of
the Abrahamic Reunion:

‘We are breaking down the walls of fear in our

I n February this year I received an email regarding

AT

minds and between our people, this is what will
tear down the physical cement barriers... .

This is the message of the mystics from all the
religions, to quote a Sufi mystic:

‘Man must first create peace in himself if he
desires to see peace in the world; for lacking peace
within, no effort of his can bring any result.”

Often the stories we heard were contrary to
what the media broadcasts. For example, when we
visited Ibrahim Abu al Hawa, from the Mount of
Olives,’ he told us of his experience during the Six
Day War. When Israel captured the area in which
he lives, the soldiers knocked on the door of his
house. He expected that all his family would be
killed; quaking with fear, he opened the door, to
find that the soldiers had come to give his family
bread.

Israelis and tourists are told of how, in 1929,
Muslims who had lived with Jews for generations
in the West Bank discovered that armed
Palestinians from outside the area were coming to
kill the Jews. The story only mentions the 85 Jews
who were killed but in fact 250 were saved from
almost certain death by their Muslim neighbours,
who risked their lives by hiding them in their own
houses.

People we met of all religious persuasions said:
‘If the politicians would leave us alone we would
be happy to live in peace.’

On the final day of our tour Shahabuddin led a
Universal Worship Service, a service to attune to
and invoke the prophets of the world religions.®
The great teachers gave, in essence, the same
message of love, peace and harmony. The
Abrahamic Reunion is living that message.

To quote Margaret Mead: ‘Never doubt that a
small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can
change the world. Indeed, it is
the only thing that ever has.”

Right Two men, one Jewish, the
other Muslim, join hands on their
way to meet with over |00 people
who had traveled from the West
Bank and all over Israel to pray
atop Mountt Grizim, the biblical
Mountain of Blessings, in a Circle
of Peace (main image), at the
Abrahamic Reunion’s Multi-Faith
Hanukkah celebration (festival of
light) in December, 2014

éfroml conflict to harmony

Michael Kenton describes
his experiences during a trip
to Israel organised by the
Abrahamic Reunion
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Above
R to L: second, Michael Kenton,
behind his wife, Amanda (pink
T-shirt), Murshid Shahabuddin
David Less (firth), Rodef Shalom
Eliyahu McLean (AR Holy Land
Co-Coordinator, seventh),
with other members of the
Abrahamic Reunion trip in the
Holy Land in June this year
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